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Futubi In Mullo. 


BY NOSAM. 


"God is often lost in prayer and ordinances," 
So says an item in No. 16. The Evangelist has 
not told a sterner fact in the whole course- of ks 
existence. I have known people get so excitedly 
zealous in behalf of their peculiar views on church 
ordinances, that they have murdered love and 
brotherly kindness ; thus viola ting the grandest 
principle of God's Gospel. If the object of every 
ordinance is not to promote love — love to God and 
love to man — in the human heart, why were they 
given unto man to observe V If they fail in this, 
they are observed in vain. Do any of you have 
any idea that the Lord wants man turned into a 
kind of religious machine V Love is the great pan- 
acea for this world's many woes and sorrows. 

The meaner a man is, the meaner he thinks every 
one else is. So also a diahonesl man is always 
suspicious of others. This is a very bad trait in 
huu:an nature. But we are very thanklul that it 
extends also in a very opposite sense. A man 
with lots of genuine love in his heait, is very apt 
to think charitably of his fellowman. Love is the 
great antidote to uncharitable opinions ofofherB. 

According to a late statistical report, there are 
98,303 Sunday schools in the United States, with 
an attendance ot 8,712,551. This la a good show- 
ing, being nearly one fifth of the whole populalion. 
What proportion of this great work is done by the 
sect that unchristianizes all that do not agree with 
the in ? It would be so small, that I believe that 
they themselves would be ashamed to see it made 
public. It is a noticeable fact that the people who 
continually unehristianize others, do the least 
toward bettering the conditions of the world. They 
have very little disposition for that kind of work. 

A brother wants to know my opinion of Saul, 
king of Israel. Well he was one of your weak 
men, full of superstition and expediencies, I am 
thinking we can find his counterpart in almost 
every congregation. As 'I rehearse some of his 
many weaknesses, let every reader examine how 
many just suit him. 

He appears often very religious and eager to 
worship. At Gilgal, he could not wait for the 
high priest, but for a time usurped the office and 
officiated himself. At Bethaven, he built an altar, 
or, as the margin reads, "began to build." This, 
like most of his good resolves, seemed to have 
been abandoned soon after the beginning. 

Saul seemed to love and appreciate sacred mu- 
sic. He listened with apparent pleasure for hours 
to David's harp and David's psalms. But for all 
this, he tried to kill David with his javelin. 

He pmphesied, and he also slaughtered the 
prophets. 

He put away the wizards, then went ten miles to 
consult a witch. 

He had lots of good excuses for his misdemean- 
ors. Some of them being of a religious and plausi- 
ble nature. Some of us can find in these excuses, 
something like what we have often made. "Neither 
by Urim nor by dreams had the Lord answered 
me." "The best of the sheep and the oxen the 
people spared for sacrifice." "The Philistines were 
advancing, and my forces deserting me; so I 
forced myself to offer tiie sacrifice before the bat- 
tle." All these answers seem to be honest and even 
aeera to have a pious ring to them ; but in fact 
they are the outcome of presumption, self-will, and 
rebellion. 

He was always repenting and confessing, yet he 
never changed his course. Even at the moment 
when he received from Samuel the sentence that 
he was rejected, we see his policy and cunning 
peepingout in the words : "I have sinned yet honor 
me now before the people, and turn with me to 
worship. 

Now you can all torm your own estimation of 
the character of Saul. 

"In essentials, unity ; in non-essentials, liber ty 
and in all things, charity," I heard quoted lately at 


a lecture. What grand sentiments I This should 
be the motto of every Christian. f 

I wonder how many of the brethren will differ 
from me when I say that there is but one thing 
essential to salvation— a lively faith in the Lord 
JesiiB Christ, as the Son of God, and theRedeemer 
of the world. Who will contradict this ? 

Continually preachingaboul baptism, the Lord's 
supper, and feet- washing, leads many to think that 
the observance of these is the only thing that 
constitutes Christianity, ^io wonder that mission 
work, Sunday schools, and prayer meetings are 
neglected. No wonder *-o many confine their ra> 
ligion exclusively to these. Come, brethren, preach 
the Gospel as it is : the "glad tidings of great joy " 
Eernidedhy the angels, was not merely this . 
"Peace on earth and good will toward men" is 
brought a bott l by the exercise of love. Love is 
t fiego spo l theme . Have your sermons running over 

W ith it. G etjove *irrrfTtlii- h.-m-r .'if man, H^j lihar- 

ali ty, active sympathy fo r another, unselfishness, 


leniency to ward the weak , sterling hone»ty~and un 
tiring zoaT for th e welfare"^) f mankind will be th e 
result Love in the heart will also he the death of 
prejudice, wrangling, narrow niindedness, and un- 
kindness. 


Salvation through Christ. 

BY D. BAILEV. 

"This is a faithful saying, aud worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save 'sinners, 1 Tim. 1 : 1.1. 

What is salvation V 

Man is a three- fold being, there is ihc body the 
material part, that comes up from the earth at 
the will of God and makes man a visible, tan- 
gible being. This earth- mantis short-lived and it 
is the greatest folly to be proud of its beauty and 
symmetry, because it is corruptible, nothing but 
earth, and may at any time be called by Him who 
sent it forth. The soul is not so easy to understand. 
The ancients did not understand it, nor do we. So 
when we read of the soul we find it used to mean 
anything concerning man from things very near 
the body to the synonym for Spirit. In my view 
the soul is the link which binds the body and the 
Spirit in one. It pertains to earth-life alone. It 
is our Life, and causes our thoughts, our wishes, 
and our desires. It is the soul that sins. It leans 
too much to the body, because too closely allied 
to it and partakes too much of its nature and so 
the man becomes subject to his baser passions. 
The soul is saved when some outside influence is 
brought to bear upon it, which overcomes the at- 
traction of the body and leads the soul to higher 
aspirations and nobler views, in fact, it turns more 
to the Spirit and becomes a higher life. The Spirit 
is the immortal part. It cannot be punished with 
natural elements, but it may rejoice in the blissful 
thought that it was able to lead a soul to a higher 
life, or it may be tormented in the thought that it 
was too weak to influence the soul against the 
body and that it went down to ruin. 

Taylor came very near the idea when he wrote: 

"Two Spirits dwell lu ub | one chaete and pale, 

A at 111 recluse, whose garments know do stain. 
Whose patient lips ore closed upon Uer pais : 

The other bounding to Iter cymbals clang, 
A nold bacchante, panting with the race 

Ot jojr, the triumph and the swift embrace, 
And gathering in one cup the grapes that hang 

From every vine of youth ; around her bead 
The royal roses bare their heurm of red ; 

Music is on her lips and from her face 
Fierce freedom shines and wild, alluring grace I 

The first is the Spirit, the second is our body 
and our soul is trying to choose between them, 
and no soul would choose aright had not JeBUS 
come as a mediator. He condemned the "bold bac- 
chante" and led forth the "still recluse" so that 
the soul could see the transcendent purity and lov- 
liness of thj figure. Nevertheless, thousauds will 
follow after the other as she goes away pouting as 
in injured innocence and such souls are lost forever. 
Does not this figure help you to see how it is not 
possible for those who "have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto 
repent ance r " 

Salvation can come from no other source. I have 
known men to spend their lives building a ladder 


to scale the Jasper walls, but it will not do. Christ 
lias said it. Is not that enough ? 

These men are so anxious to find something new; 
they feel that there would be but little honor in be- 
ing saved as other people are, and they think much 
more of honor than they do of purity of heart. 

The trouble with such men is that they do not 
realize the need of a Savior. They do not individu- 
alize. Men are sinful and need a Savior, but they 
are a little better than the others, they will come 
out all right. When I see the others coming in, I 
will follow. Too good an opinion of themselves is 
another thing that mukes men forget Jesus. A man 
must look upon himself as being very insignificant 
befoge he is ready to accept Jesus as his Savior. 

The Organ Question. 

BY LAUKA 8LOTTBU, 

I noticed, recently, in a Mennonite publication, 
that the above question is to be considered at the 
next Conference held by that body. The man who 
wrote the article says, that his influence will be 
used against them, and gives a few reasons why, 
among which arc : "That some people buy organs 
whojdo not pay their honest debts." That is by no 
means the organ's fault ; but if any one should be 
inconsiderate enough to buy an organ while know- 
ing himself to bo unable to pay his "honest debts" 
it would still be a crime of no greater consequence 
than what we dJly witness in other things. Peo- 
ple whose honest debts remain long unpaid, eat 
meat, pies and cakes, aud enjoy many luxuries 
which are not essential to the sustenance of life. 
The organ is intended to furnish music, which is a 
luxury for the mind ; and I pity the man that 
cares more for the body than for the mind. 
Again, he says : "If the organ is good to be used 
in worship, why are they not used in prayer-meet- 
ings, and protracted meetings f I answer : they 
are, providing the organist attends. There is, 
however, a serious trouble, often, connected with 
admitting the organ into the exercises of worship; 
the organ being inanimate we dare not blame it, 
but the cause from which the trouble arises, lies in 
the heart of the performer; if the organist takes 
his seat without experiencing in his heart, any de- 
gree of adoration for the Divine Being, how can 
wo expect the Spirit to accompany the voluntary 
to the hearts of the assembled worshipers. I think 
I know whereof I s|>eak, when I say, that a con- 
version is necessary for the ministry, it is also 
necessary to prepare one for church organist or 
choir leader. My observations have fully con- 
vinced me that the modern church choirs, by their 
irreverent actions and improper use of the organ, 
are in many places, uot only doing no good, but 
ate the means of destroying the good effect of 
preaching. The church choir stand, the ball room 
and skating rink, should not be occupied by the 
same individuals. There is, however, no use in 
speaking of a disorder unless we have a remedy to 
offer; and, believing "an ounce of prevention to be 
worth a pound of cure," I think, ( us an organ is 
something new among the Brethren) this might be 
the proper time to speak a word by way of cau- 
tion. Don't take an organ into the church until 
you have some one to play it, whose life demon- 
strates that he or she is an earnest worker for the 
Master. When the person is absent, leave the or- 
gan unopened and alone. In that way you may be 
able to avoid the ruts which threaten to bury the 
wheels of church worship. Keep a vigilant watch 
thai no silly, bigoted person is admitted into the 
choir; the place of such is down among the con- 
gregation and not on the saered stand, among the 
leaders of the worship. 


so 


To common minds custom is always right 
long as it is on their side.— Paul Faber. 

You want to be true, and you are trying to be. 
Learn these two things, — never to be discouraged 
because good things get on slowly here, and never 
to fail daily to do that which lies next to your 
hand. Do not be in a hurry but be diligent. En- 
ter into that sublime patience of the Lord. Be 
charitable in view of it. God can afford to wait ; 
why cannot we, since we have him to fall back 
upon. Let patience have her perfect work, 
aud bring forth her celestial fruits. Trust to God 
to weave jour thread into a great web, though the 
pattern shows it not yet.— Gkobojc Macdokald. 


